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Cash for cache at Lake Willoughby

As shown in the photo, the
cache is kept in a bright orange
protective bag and can be located
at the high point between the Left
Tablets and Zephyr.
Inside the cache is a rescue
litter, sleeping bag, mat, and a
variety of useful first aid supplies
stowed in the bright orange bag. A
plaque is coming soon to properly
thank those who helped bring back
this important safety net for ice
climbers.
		
-Kristofer Fiore
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First installed in the late 2000s,
the Lake Willoughby rescue cache
has been a small but vital peace of
mind for the many ice climbers who
scratch and claw up the many flows
above the lake. At some point in
the winter of 2014 falling ice came
down as it always does only this time
it took with it the cache of rescue
supplies stashed up near the cliffs.
It took some organizing but
the rescue cache is back, showing
yet again the importance of local
climbers who care about each other’s
safety.
CRAG-VT would like to
thank the Appalachian Mountain
Club Boston Chapter, students and
faculty at Lyndon State College
Mountain Recreation Management,
and fundraising efforts by Outdoor
Gear Exchange, Smuggler’s Notch
Ice Bash, and of course, the many
individuals who contributed time
and money to make this happen.
Of note, Dave Powers, for his help
communicating with CRAG-VT on
what was needed, where the cache
should be, and how to maintain it in
the offseason.

Chopping (old) VT bolts

When sport climbing in
Northern Vermont took off in 1990s,
nobody quite knew what it would
become. Nearly 2 decades later
and we’ve amassed a pretty decent
collection of bolted routes spread out
across our scrappy crags here in the
Green Mountain State. But with the
advent of bolted protection comes
the cost of replacing those bolts as
they age. Luckily, we have dedicated
individuals like Greg Kuchyt who has
donated his own time to replace over

100 bolts and counting, and a core
group of members willing to pitch
in their hard-earned cash to put the
hardware in Greg’s hands.
Using his calculations on how
much hardware was left to replace,
we came up with a cost of about
$1,000. CRAG-VT earned a grant
from the Access Fund and American
Alpine Club in December for $500
and immediately set out to match
that money with donations from
community members. The results
Continued on Page 6...
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A FEW THANKS

Crag-VT could not be possible
without the continued support
from our members and volunteers.
Thank you for all of your continued
support. We would like to especially
thank the following:
- Everyone who contributed to the
fall trail day of the Bolton Quarry
and 82 Crag.
- VYCC for continued support and
their willingness to loan us tools
during trail projects.
- Vermont Land Trust in Richmond
Vermont for allowing us to host our
meetings at their offices.
- Access Fund for their $500
donation to our rebolting campaign

Member Benefits
- Appalachian Outdoors: 15% off
anything in their online store using
your member coupon code
- Climb High: 25% off regularly priced
items, some restrictions apply
- EMS: 15% off anything in the store
on club day only.
-Outdoor Gear Exchange: 20% off
Mammut / 10% off other climbing
equipment on club day only.
-Petra Cliffs: 20% off pre-paid
memberships of 3 months or longer
(does not apply to EFTs); $5 bouldering
on Fridays!; 1st Monday of the month,
CRAG-VT members bring a friend for
free (does not include rental gear or
instruction)!
- Adventure Spirit Rock+Ice+Alpine
Experiences: 10% off the first day of
rock, ice, or alpine guiding/instruction.
- MetroRock Burlington, VT: Student
rate for all CRAG-VT members for
day passes and memberships. NOTE:
EFT fee is waived on first time
activation only.

THE CRAG RAG is the official membership

newsletter of Climbing Resource Access Group of
Vermont (CRAG-VT).
“You call this Winter?” 2016 Volume 12 Issue 1

CRAG-VT is run entirely by volunteers. If
you are interested in volunteering or Board
Membership, please contact us!

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL CRAGS and
get other great membership benefits when you
join or renew online today at:
WWW.CRAGVT.ORG

CRAG-VT Board Members
Seth Maciejowski - President
Kristofer Fiore - Vice President
Andrea Charest - Treasurer
Danny Kuzio - Secretary
John Casari
Steve Charest
Tim Farr
Robert Fleming
Dr. Dick Katzman
Travis Peckham
Yearim “Jay” Plantillas
Kel Rossiter

Contact Information
PO Box 614
Richmond, VT 05477
INFO@CRAGVT.ORG
WWW.CRAGVT.ORG

MEETINGS

CRAG-VT Typically meets on the first Tuesday of
each month at 6:30pm. The locations do change
but are typically held at the Vermont Land Trust
office in Ricmond, VT. The public is always
welcome to attend. Please email or check the
website to confirm the time and date.
Website Hosting provided by Ecopixel
www.ecopixel.com
Newsletter layout by Kristofer Fiore
CRAG-VT Vice President
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2015/2016 efforts for new climbing

New Rock
There are many things that
CRAG-VT works to do each year.
Among them is always looking for
new rock which can be opened
for responsible climbers to enjoy.
In 2016 we continue to work on
two cliffs which both have gaurded though colorful climbing history. The East Side, a series of cliffs
nestled between Lower West and
Bolton Valley Access Road, have
been climbed on and off with questionable legal access as far back as
the 1980s. Lone Rock Point on the
other hand, has long inspired climbers with its aesthtic lakeside appeal,
but has never been legal to climb.
We urge climbers to remain
patient in waiting for these crags to
open up for secured access but know
that progress has been made. Informal access agreements have been
arranged to allow for legal passage
to the cliffs at East Side. Easements
have been written and we are in the
works finalizing and signing for the
land use which will promise climb-

ing for future generations. Similarly,
meetings with the Diocese about
the Lone Rock Point cliff in recent
months have gone well and we have
established a positive dialogue with
them regarding climbers and how
CRAG-VT can help manage and
mitigate the concerns they have for
opening up their cliffs to the public.
We are working to draft up
a plan for both parties to come to
an agreement on regarding appropriate closures for private events,
and expectations that we can give to
climbers to let them know what behavior is acceptable while climbing
on Diocese land. Overall, we’re very
pleased with the progress so far and
look to have more details coming in
the spring and summer.
State MOU
Also known as a cooperative
agreement, the state of Vermont and
CRAG-VT have signed a memorandum of understanding outlining
future climbing access on state land
for the foreseeable future. Signing

an MOU is beneficial for CRAGVT to reference when talking with
the state about cliffs on public land
and while talking with private
landownders about the prospect
of opening cliffs for access to the
public. Having a recognized plan
of sustainable and responsible land
management and user education is a
core value of CRAG-VT and signing
this MOU formalizes that recognition with the state of Vermont.
While it may not sound as
exciting as opening up a new cliff,
this is one of the bigger accomplishments of CRAG-VTs history accomplished this winter.
In the coming weeks we are
looking to change our insurance
coverage from a Director’s and Officer’s plan to General Liability. This
will finalize the State MOU as well
as provide one of the final pieces
needed in working with the Diocese
to open up climbing at Lone Rock
Point. Again, thank you for your patience as we work through all these
procedures as necessary.

Peregrine Falcon Closures

As is the case every year, some cliffs have been closed for
nesting of peregrine falcons. Here’s what we know!
Check out CRAGVT.org for more info but as of 4/7/16:
Upper West: Open
Upper Upper: Closed
Bolton Quarry: Open
Bone Mountain: Closed between Solstice Slab and Moose Bones Cave
Smuggler’s Notch: Falcon’s sighted, no closure area designated yet
Marshfield: No news yet; open for now but expect closures TBA
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The Choss Pile:

Photo: Russell Frisch

It’s been a while since the
last Choss Pile came out so we have
quite a bit of catching up to do! We’ll
start with the last season of rock and
move to ice next...
Smugglers’ Notch
Usual suspects Travis Peckham
and Seth Maciejowski paired up to put a
number of new routes on the high walls
of the Notch this summer. The pair was
also featured in the short flick “Ground
Up.” Cut by Three Peaks Media and
produced by OGE/Gearx.com it tells
the story of ground up ascents in the
notch. Maciejowski’s now infamous
drill whipper is highlighted on one of
their new routes, Once Bit’n Twice Shy
(5.9).
Over the past few summers,
they have uncovered a number of
hard lines on the Notch’s tall cliffs.
Their work has yielded over a dozen
new pitches and multi-pitch routes,
including The Price of Admission
(5.9), Flying Squirrel (5.8+), Colossus
(5.12d), The Beachhead (5.10b PG-13),
Beachmaster (5.12a), Swayback Stewcat

Kristofer Fiore on the FA of Rancid Meat (5.10c)

Vermont Climbing News

(5.12a), Bull Moose Looney (5.11b,
5.11d, project), and PTSD (project).
Upper West
Despite its popularity, Upper
West continues to have lines pried
out of it. Kristofer Fiore and Russell
Frisch added a line that Maciejowski
had envisioned some years ago. After
several years of lonely anchors he gave
the FA party the green light to finish
the climb and Peachy Canoodle (5.9)
was born. Additionally, Fiore paired
up with Max Forbes to establish one
of the better moderate sport pitches
for the crag, Beginner’s Luck (5.8)
navigates the center of the cliff. If
you’re looking for more, try its stiff
second pitch Doug the Subway Fugitive
(5.11a), and get some nice exposure
in the process. Peckham wasn’t done
with Upper West this year either as
he put in Phantom Ticks (5.10b) and
Rented Mule (5.10d) while Steve and
Andrea Charest put up the cliff ’s
hardest line to date with GNR (5.12d).
Upper Upper West
Maciejowski’s love for Upper
Upper continues as he established a
great pair of lines on the far right side
of the Main Cliff. Heavy Weather
(5.10c) and Peregrination (5.9) are
both excellent additions to the cliff
and protect with a mix of bolts and a
light rack. Additionally, the Double
Up Dome on the north end provides
some excellent new beginner leads.
82 Crag
With a new trail to 82 crag
established, the excuses for not
establishing the rock on the western
side of the 82 crag had run dry. In 10
days the wall was filled and lines such
as Han Shot First (5.10c), Vanishing
Act (5.7+), Nuffin’ But a Puffin (5.10a),
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Steve Charest on the FA of GNR (5.12d)

Third Wave (5.10a), and Nuffin’ But
a Peanut (5.10c) went up as fast as
Peckham, Fiore, Maciejowski and
friends could race each other. When
else have three drills ever been at one
crag at the same time?
Bone Mountain
The push to develop Bone
Mountain continues as the Solstice
Slab filled up this Fall. Of note is Fiore
and Maciejowski’s Lost in the Forest
(5.8+) which has a delectible second
pitch for any beginning trad leader.
To quote the Seth, “Dude, there’s so
much gear on this pitch!” Check out
the Bone Mountain feature article for
more on its development.
Prospect Rock
Not to be outdone, Prospect
Rock saw a flurry of development this
season. Bill Mitchell and Matt Farney
established a trio of new beginner
lines on the Left Side wall going
between 5.5, 5.6, and 5.7. All three are
sport climbs and should make for an
excellent option for those breaking
into lead climbing this year.
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The following week visiting year Pellett and Doucette traversed
climber Nick Bullock returned in from the ledge and climbed 2
with New England MOG (Man of pitches to the top in WI4X, WI6Girth) Kevin Mahoney to nab the conditions. Nabbing the 3rd ascent
complete 2nd ascent of Post Nasal of the crux pillar in over ten years.
Drip. The duo climbed thin ice on After this things went pretty quiet
the existing ice route, The Snotcicle around Smuggs and back to the usual
before setting off on the traverse climbers flocking to the classic climbs
and cruising the crux pitch and and swinging away until things got
gaining the great exposure high too warm to climb. Until next year...
above the Stone Hut parking lot.
More photos and a quick write-up -Kristofer Fiore and Tim Farr with
of the ascent and Nicks visit out contributions from Travis Peckham
East can be found on his blog
here:
http://nickbullockclimber.co.uk/2016/02/01/
rock-and-roll-and-rockand-snow/
Some weeks later the
stars aligned and one of the
hardest routes in Smuggs
formed for a few days for local
hard man and author to many
of Smuggs’ hardest routes,
Alden Pellett, to rope in with
NH hard man Peter Doucette
to nab the 3rd known ascent
of Cloak and Dagger. While
the route was first put up in
2003 by Dave Furman and
Will Mayo and got the grade
5.8, A0, M4, WI6- , the route
had seen only 1 prior ascent
since; also by Alden Pellet and Phil Walsh climbing with Petra Cliffs Guide Tim Farr on
Ryan Stefiuk in 2004. This Hidden Gully’s middle variation. 1,000 ft. of ice!
5
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Vermont Ice
By the time Crag Rag is
printed in April we’re not expecting
ice season to be over. Without
mincing works this was a weak
winter for the axe wielders. A strange
winter did make for some unique ice
building and some unique lines came
in that don’t always form and some
lines saw some of their first repeats.
We can all remember last
winter’s massive snow falls, excellent
ice climbing conditions, and blue
bird skies with cold temps. This year
we will remember the lack of old
man winter stepping up to the plate.
While it was a quick ice season this
year, that doesn’t mean climbers
were lazy when things did finally
come in. While no FA’s have been
reported several significant repeats
were accomplished this season in
Smugglers Notch.
The first being a variation
to the route Matt McCormick and
Peter Doucette established in 2013,
Post Nasal Drip WI4+ M7. This time
it was McCormick and NH climber
Bayard Russell linking the ice route,
Tri-Scam into the 4th pitch of the
rock route Quartz Crack and then
into the last two pitches of Post
Nasal Drip. All of this took place
on Sunday January 24th during the
10th Annual Smuggs Ice Bash.

A wintry Smuggler’s Notch

Photo: Tim Farr
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Why make the move to glue-ins?
Well, in a lot of ways glueins are superior to the traditional
mechanical bolts we mainly use
here in the US. Assuming the
installation details are dealt with,
the main drawback is in regard to
future removal of the bolts which is
a little more complicated. In Europe,
glue-ins are much more common
especially as routes are getting rebolted. Though we’re seeing glue-ins
gain more traction here in the US.

material and it presents a lot of quality
control issues. A great example of that
problem is the recent Fixe Hardware
notice in Europe about their V-set
chain anchors that had weld issues.

Why order all the way from Germany?
There are technical reasons,
economical and a bit of it is personal
preference. The guy who runs Bolt
Products (our supplier for this
round of hardware) is very active
in the global climbing community
and can often be found offering his
expertise to those with questions.
That’s the kind of person whose
business I would like to support.
Another part was economic.
We had special pricing based upon our
status as being grant recipients which
made it really hard to justify using any
other supplier. Lastly, Bolt Products
designs their products intelligently
to be incredibly strong; the twisted
leg bolt design that we’re using still
meets UIAA recommendations when
only half way installed. Also there are
no welds in most of their products
which is important because a weld
typically ends up being a weakness
that can corrode before the stock

What do you look for when you are
deciding whether a bolt or route needs
replacing?
Primarily corrosion but other
times it can be based upon the type of
bolt used or if there are signs of the bolts
not functioning properly. Practically
speaking climbing hardware shouldn’t
be showing any sign of corrosion or
rust. Granted even the stainless steel
material we’re installing will eventually
corrode, but it at least has an expected
service life of at least a few decades.
Some of the bolts in Bolton Valley area
are 6 years old and visibly suffering
from uniform corrosion. The worst
case scenario is stress-related failure
of the bolt in dramatically low forces,
as in just body weight. That’s highly
uncommon around here, but I have
had one of the older 5-piece bolt snap
while only being unscrewed. The crosssection of the bolt showed corrosion
through the core.
Even an experienced eye can

The worst of the replaced bolts and our new hardware

Photo: Greg Kuchyt

[continued from page 1.]
...were overwhelming and in less than
10 days we reached our goal. The order
went in and the hardware has arrived
for another season of bolt replacement.
We sat down with Kuchyt to get a little
insight into his rebolting process. Here
are his remarks:

never really know what is going on in
the rock behind the bolt. I can’t really
tell you one bolt is safe or unsafe as it
could look ok from the outside but be
installed incorrectly in the hole. I’ve
found more than a half dozen bolts
like this so far. A couple have been
really amazing that someone hasn’t
had a very scary experience which is
a testament to how strong these little
bolts can be. The problem though is
the rare case when they fail possibly
in a critical life safety situation (bolt
protecting a ground-fall, etc).
Any particularly terrible bolts you can
remember?
The worst was on Tea in the
Sahara. The bolts on that route are
the heinous self-drive bolts like the
Petzl Autoforeuse. The bolt snapped
in the hole while being removed
and I ended up snapping two draw
studs and finally broke a tap in the
hole trying to cut new threads in
the assembly. It was well after 10
p.m. when I threw in the towel after
working by headlamp for close to
three hours. That’s why that bolt is
now re-positioned in an arguably
better though not original location.
6

How often do you move a bolt’s
location? Does bad rock develop over
time or was a bolt in bad rock likely
placed in back rock from the start?
I try not to have to make
those choices. All the techniques and
tools I’ve worked out allow me to
fully remove the original bolts and reuse the original hole. Out of the 146
bolts replaced so far, I think only like
10 have had to be re-positioned and
the majority of those were on Tea in
the Sahara; those are demon bolts
designed to torture replacement techs.
The primary reason for
moving a placement is if a bolt is in
bad or hollow rock or is too close to
some weakness that will compromise
the bolt placement. It’s hard to tell
if a bolt was placed in bad rock
unknowingly or if the rock became
loose. Routes that are 20 some years
old that have a lot of macro features
could very well have not been hollow
back then but now ring like a gong.
The only other reason I move a
bolt is if I break the original in the hole
in such a way that I can’t remove it or if
there is a clear safety concern as a result
of having had to move a previous bolt.
Though, in rare cases the only other
reasons that would result in a moved
placement would be a community
consensus or a first ascentionist’s
request that placements be moved.
Re-using the hole is
important because the rock is a finite
resource and sometimes there is
only one place where a bolt can go
because of bad rock, complicated
features, or necessity. Also, if you
don’t re-use the hole it can be a real
eyesore. If you go to Europe you see
some awful looking crags that have
like 4 or 5 different generations of
bolts for each placement. It’s not
sustainable, looks awful, and can even
be confusing or unsafe for climbers
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if the bolts are not properly hidden.
The worst case I’ve seen is
when you have a good and bad bolt
together that both have hangers, how
does a climber that’s not an expert
decide which to clip? Having one and
only one bolt (preferably the original
location) looks better, is less confusing
and is better for retaining the original
experience of the route. It’s a lot of
work to achieve this but doing the
right thing usually is the harder thing.
What is the most surprising thing
you’ve found in your re-bolting
efforts?
The number of incorrectly
installed bolts has been the scariest
thing for me even though it’s been
less than 5%. When I find a bolt that
is incorrectly assembled in such a
way that disables the bolts ability to
function, that’s a pretty serious safety
concern. It’s really a testament to how
strong these bolts can be. Sometimes
the only thing keeping the bolt in the
hole is the fact that the forces are not in
the right plane of direction.
Plans for this season?
Things are going to start off by
attending a panel in April being run
by the Access Fund where a bunch

of local climbing organizations and
bolt replacement techs are going to
sit around and talk about techniques,
policies, etc. I think that’s going to be
a great resource for all involved and
hopefully it will foster some larger
picture thinking about standards,
funding, and how we can push
manufacturers to adopt baseline
standards.
As for actual work, the
whole Bog Wall is pretty much on
the list. There are a lot of rusting
sleeve bolts there that I’ll feel better
about once they are replaced given
that crag’s popularity. What you’ll
see more of this year is updated
anchor configurations. Thanks to
the AAC/Access Fund grant and the
contributions of local climbers we
got over two dozen lower-off setups
so we can replace some of the more
improvised setups we have in the
field. Be on the lookout for updates
on the state of things.
I’d also just like to take
the time to thank Petra Cliffs for
providing a venue to raise donations
as well as CRAG-VT, The American
Alpine Club, Access Fund, and all
the generous climbers who put their
own money down to buy this round
of hardware.

Shiny new hardware from Germany

Photo: Gregg Kuchyt
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It was three years ago that my
climbing partner Dylan Oliver and
his pal Conor Mark tricked me
into slogging my way up the steep
approach to Bone Mountain. We
hiked from the Sugar Shack on
Bolton Valley Access Road and by
the time we reached the Satellite
Wall I realized why so many previous
route development endeavors chose
to take the easy meal and stop there.
But a few hundred feet later I was
stunned that anyone would ever
stop as I caught my first glimpse of
the main cliff. “That entire cliff has
how many routes?” I exclaimed,
tearing my copy of Tough Schist
out of my backpack. Since that day
I’ve spent every chance I get trying
to convince my various climbing
partners of its value.
I suppose, historically, it
does make sense that Bone has seen
such little development. When I

Photo: Travis Peckham

Dust-In Bones (5.9)

Author atop his route, The Schistine Chapel 5.11c 90’

Photo: Kristofer Fiore
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moved to Vermont it took me hours Mountain is one of the last great
of scouring online beta snippets to adventures in Bolton area climbing.
even find consensus on directions Sure, there are a few more lines
to Upper West. I remember the first to pick out off the Notch Road,
time I found it feeling like a regular Duxbury still has a few small crags
George Mallory. (That is after to be explored, and if we ever get the
ending up at Upper Upper thanks East Side secured there are maybe a
to some convincing albeit incorrect dozen or so lines left up there. Bone
directions on a Northeast climbing Mountain on the other hand has
forum.) Nevertheless,
room for dozens of
with the guidebook “I hear the same thing pitches.
entering its fourth whenever I mention
New lines on
year I hear the same Bone Mountain, “Oh the main cliff in
thing
whenever
yeah, I’ve always the last three years
I mention Bone
have been due in
wanted
to
get
up
Mountain, “Oh yeah,
part to a select
there.”
I’ve always wanted to
few parties but
get up there.”
the quality of those lines speak for
Which begs the question: themselves. If you find yourself
What’s stopping you? I know the under the high arching handcrack
approach can be long and even of Dustin Dearborn’s new line,
confusing if you’ve never been. But Dust-In Bones (5.9) and don’t want
close your eyes and imagine a cliff that to climb it, I’ll eat my climbing shoe.
is 2,500 feet long, as high as 200 feet It’s one of the most aesthetic corners
tall, and has only 39 established lines. in Bolton and it has a second pitch
That’s right, 39. For the math nerds of face climbing to make sure you
out there, that’s one route for every 65 get a good view while you eat lunch.
feet. In comparison, Lower West has a
Sport routes such as Bone
route on average every 12 feet.
Appetite (5.9) and The Schistine
Beyond the numbers, Bone Chapel (5.11c) allow you to skip out
8
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Conor Mark belays an ambitious ground up
attempt that ultimately ended in bitter defeat.

Photo: Dylan Oliver

on the heavy rack if you so choose. sunshine? Of course, not. There
Both are high quality bolted lines is a reason Dylan and I named a
that get some air under you and, as route Stockholm Syndrome after a
is the norm, provide great views.
particularly heinous day of route
If you’re looking for development. At the same time,
moderate trad, check out the Solstice there’s a reason why I named a pitch
Slab. It’s especially
F**k Rumney. It’s the
“If
you
find
yourself
accessible because
opposite of a roadside
under
the
high
arching
it is the most easy
attraction and you
to find section of handcrack of Dustin won’t find any chalk or
climbing up there. Dearborn’s new line, fixed draws hanging.
It’s dead center of Dust-In Bones (5.9) It’s
everything
I
the cliff and can be and don’t want to love about Vermont
seen from I-89. It
in one cliff
climb it, I’ll eat my climbing
currently holds 6
and every time I visit it
climbing shoe.”
pitches (I’ll make
pulls further ahead on
it 7 by the time you get there, trust my list of favorite cliffs — anywhere.
me.) and the hardest one tops out at
The boulders and brush
8+. Lost in the Forest (5.8+, 5.6) is which guard the base of the cliff are
one of the best and well protected nonsense. The climbs that do exist
easy leads on the cliff and if it were at don’t get enough traffic to stay clean.
Upper Upper it would be a modern And you will likely be the only one
day classic.
there. Wait, was I talking about
If roof cracks make you negatives?
sweat, check out either of the two
In any event, this cliff is a
new routes in the Moose Bones sleeping beauty waiting to be woken
Cave. Short but stout describes the up. The new Tough Schist mobile
pair of cracks which punch through app has GPS navigation for two
the 10-foot horizontal cave.
different approaches and if you find
Is it all green grass and me, I’ll gladly show you the way if

Photo: Kristofer Fiore
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you’re willing to carry a drill.
Is the approach long? Yes. Is
it steep? Well, yes. But is it worth it?
Absolutely. Between the steep sport
climbing, hard cracks, multi-pitch
moderates, or the countless number
of unclimbed lines waiting, your
excuses for not taking a trip up to
Bone Mountain no longer impress
me. You’ll either thank me or curse
me, but trust me — go to Bone.
- Kristofer Fiore

Only 39 reported routes lie on this entire face. The cliff continues to the east.
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Vermont Rock App now available!

Tough Schist — Vermont’s first and only climbing guidebook is now available in a mobile
version through the app Rakkup. The book includes real-time updates and over 100 new routes!
Tough Schist was first printed
just over three years ago. and since
that time, dozens of corrections,
new routes, and changes to approach
trails, hardware, and access points
have now changed. Now, for the
first time, Vermont has a mobile
guidebook which can track these
changes and readily give climbers
updates on the latest happenings in
their local climbing world.
Highlights of the app are
some changes to route and cliff
descriptions and ratings as reflected
by consensus of the climbing
community. More than 100 new
routes have been established since
the 2012 printing of Tough Schist
and any new routes reported to
Peckham are now easily accessable
to anyone with a smartphone.

Having trouble locating the
cliff you’re looking for? No problem.
The new app has trail maps shown
and live GPS built in.
Want a list of all the 5.10s in
Bolton you haven’t climbed? Simply
filter out the climbs by rating,
protection type, star rating, and your
ticklist and you have a customized
to-do list at your fingertips in
seconds. You can also sort the entire
state by name, grade, or star rating
to easily locate climbs.
Further updates will soon
include belay perspective photos of
more and more climbs as well as new
cliffs currently under development.
Check it out at www.rakkup.com
for $17.99 or become a CRAG-VT
member at the $100 level to recieve
a free download of the app.

Foolish F-eight keeps Vermont weird
Turnout was low for this
year’s annual CRAG-VT skills
competition. That didn’t stop a
number of dedicated souls from
cranking on ascenders for hundreds
of feet of rope or climbing will iced up
hands and oversized mountaineering
boots. If you have ideas for how to
improve this even in the coming
years, let us know.
We’re thinking about turning
it into the ultimate college climbing
club challenge with a winner-take
all cash prize. Let us know your
thoughts by emailing us or dropping
by a CRAG-VT meeting some time!
We’re always interested in what more
we can do for local climbing.
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10th Annual Smuggs Ice Bash
Now in its 10th year, this
year’s Smuggs Ice Bash was held
January 22-24th, 2016 and was yet
again another great event celebrating
the sport of Ice Climbing and
winter climbing in one of Vermont’s
premier winter playgrounds. In
typical Vermont fashion, the festival
kicked off with its annual Dry tool
Comp and Kickoff party at Petra
Cliffs on Friday night in Burlington.
We had a strong showing from North
of the Border this year left which
amounted to returning competitor,
Peter Hoang taking first for the men
and local hard woman, Melissa (Mel)
McNell taking 1st for the ladies.
Saturday was full of clinics

and demos up in Smuggs on the
Jeffersonville side and the evening’s
presentations were a hoot! Local
Nick Yardley presented on his
arrival into the New England winter
climbing and guiding scene and
how it has come to be. Reflecting
on the generations of climbers and
all the great climbs to be had here
in the Northeast, for those willing
to go explore and challenge one ’s
self. Next up was entertaining and
enthusiastic UK / DMM Athlete Nick
Bullock. He quickly took control of
the crowd and kept our attention
with entertaining stories and great
pictures. Fresh from a climb in
the Canadian Rockies with British

Climber Greg Boswell, where Greg
was attacked by a Grizzly, Bullock
had plenty of stories to tell and
great pictures to go along and make
one dream of the bigger ranges.
Overall the Smuggs Ice
Bash was another huge success
and something not to be missed in
the years to come. With the raffles
from both Friday and Saturday
night the proceeds from the raffles
went back into the re-establishment
of a much needed winter rescue
cache on the South end of Lake
Willoughby
in
conjunction
with the AMC and Crag-VT.
			

-Tim Farr

Support Vermonts Climbing Future
Join, Donate or Renew Today!
We fully appreciate your support of CRAG-VT. And, CRAG-VT is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization so
your contribution may qualify for a tax deduction. Thank you for valuing the protection and stewardship of
Vermont’s climbing resources and for making an investment in Vermont’s climbing future!
Get a CRAG-VT membership for only $25.00 for a year. Donations graciously accepted.
Please Check: ___ New Membership
___ Donation
___ Membership Renewal
Name (Please Print) :________________________________________________
Email Address: _____________________________________________________
Please make check payable to “CRAG-VT” 		
Mail form to: CRAG-VT
										P.O. Box 614
Amount Enclosed: $____________						Richmond, VT 05477
If it is a membership, please indicate: (1) the Member Name to appear on the membership card; and (2) the
email address to which the card should be sent. Questions? Contact: Info@cragvt.org
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