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Rock Point Secure, For Now!

Lone Rock Point is a spectacular and
unique limestone crag less than one
mile from downtown Burlington,
VT. It offers an amazing setting
with difficult sport routes and
magnificent views on the shores of

Lake Champlain. Lone Rock Point
Cliff is open to climbing for the
2017-2018 season under a special
use agreement signed between
CRAG-VT and the Episcopal
Diocese of Vermont. Access will

only be maintained through strict
adherence to the rules outlined
below. Not following the property
requirements may result in loss of
access to the cliff.
cont’d on pg 3
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CRAG-VT ONLINE
Join or renew your membership,
plus get the latest updates:
WWW.CRAGVT.ORG

MEMBERSHIP
GUIDEBOOK

DEAL
Renew or purchase a CRAG-VT
member at the $100 level and
receive a signed copy of Tough
Schist, Vermonts only Rock
Climbing Guidebook.
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A FEW THANKS

CRAG-VT could not be possible
without the continued support
from our members and volunteers.
Thank you for all of your continued
support. We would like to especially
thank the following:
- Everyone who has contributed to
the trail days of Upper and Lower
West Bolton, Rockpoint the Bolton
Quarry and other locations.
- The Access Fund
- Conservation Alliance
- VYCC for continued support and
their willingness to loan us tools
during trail projects.
- Vermont Land Trust for allowing
us to hold monthly meetings in their
offices in Richmond.

Member Benefits
- Outdoor Gear Exchange: 15% off
on Club Day
- Petra Cliffs: 20% off pre-paid
memberships of 3 months or longer
(does not apply to EFTs); $5 bouldering
on Tuesdays!; 1st Monday of the
month, CRAG-VT members bring a
friend for free (does not include rental
gear or instruction)!
- MetroRock - Student Pricing for
CRAG-VT Members
- Adventure Spirit Rock+Ice+Alpine
Experiences: 10% off the first day of
rock, ice, or alpine guiding/instruction.
- Vermont Rock: Free signed
guidebook/app w/ $100 membership.
- Climbstuff.com: 20% for CRAGVT Members, anytime! Use code
CRAGVT
Access & Community:
A commitment to protect the unique
climbing resources in our own
backyard. And the opportunity to
connect with the people who care
about climbing in Vermont as much
as you do.

THE CRAG RAG is the official membership

newsletter of Climbing Resource Access Group of
Vermont (CRAG-VT).
Winter/Spring 2018 Volume 13 Issue 1

CRAG-VT is run entirely by volunteers. If
you are interested in volunteering or Board
Membership, please contact us!

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL CRAGS and
get other great membership benefits when you
join or renew online today at:
WWW.CRAGVT.ORG

CRAG-VT Board Members
Kris Fiore - President
Seth Maciejowski - Vice President
Andrea Charest - Treasurer
Robert Fleming - Secretary
Travis Peckham
Tim Farr
Sarah Fox
Steve Charest
John Casari
Mischa Tourin
Roderick Russell

*Perfect Attendance thus far: McKinley Charest

Contact Information
PO Box 614
Richmond, VT 05477
INFO@CRAGVT.ORG
WWW.CRAGVT.ORG

MEETINGS

CRAG-VT Typically meets on the first Tuesday of
each month at 6:30pm. The locations do change
but have been typically at the Vermotn Land
Trust offices in Richmond, VT. The public is
always welcome to attend. Please email or check
the website to confirm the time and date.
Website Hosting provided by Ecopixel
www.ecopixel.com
Newsletter layout by Tim Farr
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Access has now been secured on a
trial basis for the 2017-18 season,
through many meetings and
debating back and forth for a few
years. Here are a few of the strict
guidlines that need to be adhered to
or legal access will be stripped from
the opportunity of climbers!

The Official Membership Newsletter of CRAG-VT
- The number of climbers is limited
to 8 at any given time. Please check
in with the register at the kiosk
to ensure that there is adequate
capacity.

to climbing provided that we have
good compliance with the guidelines described here.

- Any issues with the process or the
property may be directed to info@
- Lone Rock Point is open during cragvt.org or the Rock Point liaidaylight hours for climbing. No son, Peter Clark.
camping or fires are permitted.
leave-no-trace ethics and Thank you for respecting the rules
Lone Rock Point Cliff Practice
keep the area cleaner then you and please consider a donation of
Use Guidelines
found it.
time or money to CRAG-VT to
help keep Lone Rock Point open
- All climbers must get a Rock
and to open other areas for climbPoint Property Pass via the process
ing!
described here : http://www.
rockpointvt.org/rock-point-passes
For more information regarding
Rock Point and its mission please
- We highly suggest making a
review:
donation to the Rock Point Center
http://www.rockpointvt.org
as part of the process. It will help to
mitigate fees incurred by CRAG-VT
A current Cliff Topo can be found
to ensure access and allow the Rock
here:
Point Center to continue to offer
https://cragvtdotorg.files.wordtheir unique property to the general
press.com/2017/11/super-crag.pdf
public.
- Every time that climbers access - Stay on established trails and do
Photo 1: Board Members/Volunteers installing Kiosk
Lone Rock Point, they must sign in not trample vegetation.
at the kiosk located at the Diocesan
Photo 2: Finished Kiosk for Lone Rock Point
offices parking lot and utilize the - CRAG-VT and the Episcopal Photo 3: President Seth Maciejowski and Craig Smith
marked trail to reach the cliff. Please Diocese of Vermont are not of the Rock Point Management Committee shaking
sign out when leaving.
responsible for any fixed anchors hand on the agreement of access to the cliff.
found at Lone Rock Point. We make
no guarantees about the integrity of
any hardware found at Lone Rock
Point. Use at your own discretion.
- Please do not add any additional
fixed gear to the cliff without prior
authorization from the Rock Point
Management Committee.
- Climbing for the 2017-2018 season is restricted to currently established routes. In the future, the
Episcopal Diocese of Vermont will
consider opening more of the cliff
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The Bolton Dome
By now the news has spread as
national press releases and articles
have made the rounds: CRAGVT has officially purchased the
Bolton Dome, formerly referred to
as Trailer Park Crag. We want to
extend our continued thanks to the
Access Fund board and staff who
have supported us in guidance and
obviously in granting us a loan for
$358,000, the largest loan they have
ever given out.
As for the climbing it will bring to
the area, The Dome is around 150
feet at its tallest point and was one
of the first popular climbing areas
in Bolton. All that is currently
known about climbing on the Dome
has been pulled from a few handdrawn topo maps, old photographs,
rusty pitons and 1/4-inch bolts
with Leeper hangers, and the fuzzy
memories of those who climbed
there some decades ago.

Grandma’s House Boulder

From our best estimations there Bolton Dome was once the area’s
are currently between 30-35 most popular cliff in the ‘70s and
old traditionally protected lines ‘80s. However, it was closed to
between 5.6 and 5.10a and there is a climbing in 1990 due to the private
significant amount of rock that has landowners’ concerns about public
yet to see modern bolting CRAG-VT use of their property.
techniques. When the
Over the years, our own
has
officially
weather warms up CRAG
Dick Katzman stayed in
will be communicating purchased the contact with the [Parker]
with our resident bolt
Last summer, they
Bolton Dome family.
replacement guru, Greg
agreed to consider an offer
Kuchyt, for him to replace old from CRAG-VT before listing the
bolts and install modern climbing property on the open market. To
anchors to replace the ancient pitons save Bolton Dome, CRAG-VT
and old slings that currently hangs purchased the entire 48-acre parcel,
sun-bleached and covered in moss. including the 2-acre house site that
will be subdivided and resold. We
In addition to the cliff are a number owe so many thanks to the Parkers
of quality boulders that lie beneath as we have worked through so many
the crag including the famous hurdles in this project already and
Grandma’s House Boulder which their assistance has been essential to
towers nearly 30 feet high and tips the vitality of this endeavor.
back at 40 degrees sporting V9 and
5.13 climbing as well as several It’s common knowledge at this point
unclimbed projects.
that our fundraising push is well
underway and has a lot further to
4
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The Bolton Dome
It’s common knowledge at this point
that our fundraising push is well
underway and has a lot further to
go! We will be looking at ways to
more personally thank those who
have donated to this project but
for now we want to extend deep
gratitude to those who have already
contributed. Already this project
has been kept afloat by your gifts.
In addition to funding, here are the
steps we need to take before the cliff
can be opened:
• Survey the two parcels of land for
subdivision and ROW
other miscellaneous tasks
• Finalize Subdivision Do not climb as we have a number of
into a house parcel and a
fundraising events coming
at
Bolton
conserved public access
up in the next year so be
parcel
Dome until it on the lookout for ways to
• Write ourselves a
pitch in!
has
officially
permanent Right of Way
between the two parcels been opened. You can help in this
• Conduct an ecological
exciting advancement in
survey of the cliff and plant life
the following ways:
• Construct a driveway from the • Become a member/make sure your
house driveway to the parking lot
membership is up-to-date.
• Inspect and replace fixed hardware • Not sure if you’re still a member?
• Construct a parking lot, gate, and We realize this has been a challenge
kiosk
and we’re updating our membership
• Graffiti removal from the top of plan. Connect with us via the
the cliff
“Contact Us” link on the webpage to
• Conserve the land with Vermont find out your status.
Land Trust
• Consider an additional donation.
We need $80,000 to make this a
Currently we are seeking a Vermont- reality.
barred lawyer who might work with • Share the word! Talk with friends
us to write up realtor documents about the importance of being a
pro-bono and this spring we will member and supporting CRAG-VT
be looking for hands willing to efforts.
get dirty to help with clearing • Volunteer. There will be several
brush and building a trail and fundraising and development efforts

on the horizon. Make sure you’re
receiving the CRAG-VT newsletters
in your email inbox. Come to our
meetings, at 6:30pm on the first
Tuesday of each month. Connect
with us via the “Contact Us” link
to find the location. Find us on
Facebook too.
• Social media. Post all your VT
climbing shots with #cragvt, and
#cragvtmember
• Got an idea? If you know of
grants we can apply for, or you have
contacts in the land preservation
community, or skills you can
contribute to our fundraising causes,
we will definitely want to hear from
you in the coming months!
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Vermont Climbing
News

New route development in Vermont
hasn’t slowed down. Since the
printing of Tough Schist in 2013,
hundreds of new routes have
been discovered. Bone Mountain,
Smuggler’s Notch, Marshfield,
Wheeler, and Black Mountain
have all seen flurries of new route
development.
Smuggler’s Notch
Easily the most prolific efforts in new
route development in the last year
come out of Smuggler’s Notch. Travis
Peckham and Seth Maciejowski
have continued their undercover
operations high up on the ledges
of Smuggler’s Notch. Now released
in the Tough Schist mobile App;
Rakkup, the Cassle Ledge should
draw a slew of strong notch dwellers.
Climbs such as Shine Up Your AssKicking Boots (12d), Stegosaurus

The White Splitter Granite of Black Mountain deep in the
Northeast Kindgom!

(12d), Swayback Stewcat (12b), and up with Matt Karkut to Establish
Colossus (12d/13a) should be more Northern Border (5.9). A fully
than enough motivation to scramble bolted sport route that follows slight
up Cass’ Gully and up onto the overhangs and an arete exactly 30
ledge. Additionally, The Elephant’s meters in length high above the
Head Buttress and the smaller cliffs beaver ponds above Jeff Slide. Nate
below have seen a flurry of new Vince and Alec Chandler linked
single pitch and multi pitch climbs. together a 3-pitch line on the far
Mahout (11c) tackles one of the left side of the Quartz Crack face.
last big aretes in the area and Skywalk (10b) climbs an exposed
Jormungond (12b), Mensch (11d), and adventurous line up buttresses
and Minimahout (11b)
to the left of the Quartz
take on the pocket face
Crack face! Lastly, perhaps
...undercover
below the main buttress.
the Notch’s most popular
operations 2-pitch climb, Flight of the
Meanwhile, Tim Farr
and Steve Charest from high up on Manatee (10a, 10b) has seen
Petra Cliffs dug out the ledges of as much traffic as anything
some loooong sport lines Smugglers else on the Quartz Crack
down on the South Wall,
face. It’s early to dry so when
Notch .
uphill from the Moon
the sun hits in spring, get on
Tower Boulder. Don’t think your it!
12 quickdraws will be enough to
get you up these 10’s, 11’s and 12’s; Black Mountain
combine your sport racks and bring
a 70-meter rope! On the opposite Deep up in the Northeast Kingdom
side of the Notch, Tim Farr teamed a few dedicated Vermont climbers
6
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have finally released the gritty
details of their hidden granite gem.
While the quality of the climbing at
Black Mountain has been known by
a select few who have ventured deep
into Vermont, its recent publication
to Mountain Project and in the
new Tough Schist app has piqued
the interest of the larger climbing
community. Splitter cracks in white
granite and techy sport climbs in a
gorgeous wilderness setting should
draw more traffic. More lines await
to those motivated as well. Mount
Hor in the NEK also saw a new
route. It Will Be Alright (5.9) by
Jon Sykes, Scott Lovell, and Randy
Garcia

the opening of the Bolton Dome, and Don’t Doubt the Dojo (11b) for
it appears that much of the well- an excellent sampling of what the
trafficked cliffs in Bolton have given cliff has to offer.
up their gems. The exception is a
- Kris Fiore
line here and there at Dbl. Upper
where Seth Maciejowski and Adam
Sherman added a new 5.8 dubbed
Like a Hurricane on the Pond Wall.
Dylan Oliver and Fiore continue
to hike their racks and drills up to
Bone Mountain to develop new
lines. In the last 3 years they have
now more than doubled the number
of routes on the cliff. Check out
Boaty’s Birthday (10c), Compound
Fracture (11a), Schistorectomy (10b),
Bite and Fight (12a), 50 Sent (5.9),

Bolton
Development in Bolton has
slowed in the last year save for
the obscure mountain-top crag of
Bone Mountain. Kris Fiore and
Greg Kuchyt added a few lines to
Upper West and Fiore finally put a
redpoint on the roof of Creme De
La Choss (12c) at 82 Crag. While
the community anxiously awaits

Here Doug Scott follows the second ascent of It Will Be Alright up the fantastic third pitch.
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Incase you didn’t hear, back in
October of 2016, CRAG-VT
accomplished a mile-stone after
working on a sole project for what
seemed like decades!
--“CRAG-VT is pleased to
announce that we have signed
an agreement with the state
of Vermont to become the
climbing representative for the
state of Vermont. This means we
can assist the state in managing
climbing on state lands and
help protect unique natural
communities in the climbing
areas that we all love.”

and Winter ice climbing fall on
State land. These include, but are
not limited to: Smugglers Notch,
Marshfield Ledge, Owl’s Mountain,
Spice Mountain and the cliffs and
crags surrounding Lake Willoughby.
With the signing of this
agreemement between both parties;
CRAG-VT and VT ANR, CRAGVT has agreed to provide an annual
report to the State documenting
new route development as they
come forward to the board.
Not sure if the cliff you frequent falls
on ANR Land or not? Go to the link
below to a statewide map showing
all Vermont Agency of Natural
Resource Lands.

See the full announcement here:
https://cragvtdotorg.files.
w ordpre ss . c om / 2 0 1 6 / 1 0 / c rag http://fpr.vermont.gov/sites/fpr/files/
vtanrannouncement_20161012.pdf
State_Lands_Administration/Land_
While this may not seem like a huge Records/Library/ANR%20Lands.pdf
deal, it is destined to play a positive
role for climbers as we now have a
voice at the State level! The big thing
is that the agreement recognizes
CRAG-VT as the representative for
rock and ice climbers using state
lands in Vermont. This also means
that the State recognizes climbing
as a form of recreation and at some
level as a point of tourism for the
State. Along with the agreement,
CRAG-VT has assisted the state in
development of guidelines for use
of Vermont state lands by climbers.

The agreement will provide a reporting mechanism for the State Agency
of Natural Resources to keep
apprised of route development and
use of ANR properties. For climbers, the agreement will remove
ambiguity about regulations on
climbing on state land.
CRAG-VT looks forward to working with the State to ensure continued access to public lands in the
State of Vermont while protecting
the unique environments associated
with these properties.

“Rock and ice climbing
have a long history on
Vermont state lands
with groundbreaking
ascents and world
renowned rock and ice
routes.”

Many of the popular areas for
Summer and Fall rock climbing
8
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At the regional level, the Gunks
Climbing Coalition recently put
together the Northeast Fixed
Anchor Conference in New Paltz,
NY. There were bolt replacement
technicians in attendance from
about a dozen different LCOs in the

This ranges from advocating for land
management policies that include
fixed protection as a legitimate
component of climbing, to ensuring
that LCOs are properly trained
and equipped for the task. This all
helps to ensure that poorly aging or
inadequate fixed protection around
the country can be sustainably
replaced as needed, which preserves
the safety of fixed protection as well
as the routes and crags we recreate
at.
- Greg Kuchyt

Mixing of metals! A stainless hanger mixed with a
plated bolt causing rust and deterioration over time!

Photo: Greg Kuchyt

On the ground here in Vermont,
a great deal of work has gone into
inspecting and replacing fixed
anchors. Just under 300 bolts have
been replaced on over 50 routes in
the Bolton Valley area. The domain
of work is starting to slowly branch
out into surrounding areas, and
likely the next couple years will see
replacement efforts in Smuggler’s
Notch, Prospect Rock, and the
Northeast Kingdom. This work has
been possible by way of generous
financial and logistical support
from the American Safe Climbing
Association, American Alpine
Club, Access Fund, CRAG-VT,
and local climbers like you. A great
deal of thanks goes to all who have
contributed support, in any amount.

Northeast. Attendees went through
a full day of training on fixed anchor
selection processes and installation
by the Petzl Technical Institute. A
second full day was dedicated to bolt
replacement theory and practicum
led by the Access Fund. Equally
valuable to the training was the time
scheduled to allow everyone to sit
down and talk “shop” about fixed
protection, bolt replacement, and
ways to elevate best practices and
standards for replacement work. I
think every attendee walked away
with a positive experience and
gained a skill or learned something
new. Many thanks to the Access
Fund, Petzl Technical Institute,
Mohonk Preserve, and the Gunks
Climbing Coalition for putting
together a great conference.
Nationally, the Access Fund is
taking on the broad issue of fixed
protection replacement and tackling
the problem from multiple angles.

Photo: Greg Kuchyt

It’s been just about three years
since the first route in the Bolton
Valley area received a one-for-one
replacement with glue-in bolts.
In that time, bolt replacement has
become a high priority discussion
point in the climbing community
both locally and nationally. All
over the country, local climbing
organizations (LCOs) are meeting,
discussing, and sharing experiences
& ideas on how to tackle this
problem.

Photo: Greg Kuchyt

Vermont Anchor
Replacement Update

A new Fixe SS Sleve bolt serving as the solid
replacement for an old and severly outdated
buttonhead bolt!
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5 Reasons to Join CRAG-VT Today
CRAGVT is a non-profit organization that relies on donations and
membership dues from climbers
like you to fund our work. Since our
board of volunteers runs the organization and we don’t have an office
space to rent, 100% of your donation or cost of membership is spent
on protecting the crags you love.
We’ve secured 7 crags in Bolton that
are enjoyed by so many climbers
around Vermont and are continually working to connect the community with the areas they love. In
case you still need to be convinced
to join, here are five — out of countless— reasons!

4. We have experience. Our board
members come from various backgrounds and represent decades of
climbing in the state and beyond.
We know these crags like the back
of our hands and know who to approach and how to approach them,
to ensure that access remains open.
5. We represent a unified voice.
CRAG-VT works for all of the
climbers in the state who want access to the cliffs they love. By joining
or donating you’re not only supporting your passion but you’re helping
your climbing partner, your neighbor, and your climber friend as well.

Now that we’ve outlined some of
the reasons to support our organization, we hope you’ll join us in
our mission to preserve access and
conservation of Vermont’s climbing
resources. Joining costs only $28 for
the year and is as simple as making
a payment on our website. Your support will help all of the climbers in
the state, you included!
Become a Sustaining Member
Join CRAG-VT as a sustaining
member and ensure that we will be
able to continue to fund stewardship
of our crags and provide us the resources to develop new local climbing opportunities moving forward.

1. You love it; we protect it. Are you
a weekend warrior that can’t wait
to get out of the office and onto the
cliff? Our organizational mission
is to protect access to these places
so you can get out there and enjoy
them.
2. More hands can accomplish more
work. We help organize the climbing community to lend a hand. We
organize crag clean up events and
attend events raising awareness of
access concerns and issues in the
state.
3. You’re busy and we make it easy
to protect the places you play. Don’t
have time to make it to these crag
conservation days? Can’t voice your
concerns to officials about climbing
access? We can do it for you.
The Yeti signing up for a sustaining membership! photo: Sarah Fox
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HERE'S WHERE YOUR
MEMBERSHIP & SUPPORT $$
GOES!
Ever sit at home and wonder where
your hard earned dollars that you
donate to CRAG-VT go?
62% - Acquisition, Development &
Maintenance of climbing areas
18% - Town of Bolton Taxes/Annual Report
15% - General Liability Insurance
2% - Postage , PO Box & Printing
1% - Trail Day & Public Events
1% - Website Hosting Fees
1% - Bolt & Anchor Replacement

Support Vermonts Climbing Future
Join, Donate or Renew Today!

We fully appreciate your support of CRAG-VT. CRAG-VT is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization so your contribution may qualify for a tax deduction. Thank you for valuing the protection and stewardship of Vermont’s
climbing resources and for making an investment in Vermont’s climbing future!
Get a CRAG-VT membership for only $28.00 for a year. Donations graciously accepted.
Please Check: ___ New Membership
___ Donation
___ Membership Renewal
Name (Please Print) :________________________________________________
Email Address: _____________________________________________________
Please make check payable to “CRAG-VT” 		
Mail form to: CRAG-VT
										P.O. Box 614
Amount Enclosed: $____________						Richmond, VT 05477
If it is a membership, please indicate: (1) the Member Name to appear on the membership card; and (2) the
email address to which the card should be sent. Questions? Contact: Info@cragvt.org
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